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ADVERTISEMENT.

The resolution of congress under which this register was com-
piled, requiring a statement of the amount of compensation allowed
to the officers, agents, clerks, cadets and midshipmen, respectively,
in the service of the United States, the states or countries in which
they were born, and where employed, measures were adopted by the
department of state at as early a period as was judged proper, to
obtain the information called for, with regard to the officers and
“agents in any degrec connected with that department, and who were

employed within the limits of the United States,—the period pre-
scribed for the completion of the work not admitting of a communi-
cation with those employed abroad; and the like steps were taken
at the same time by the other departments, in respect to the officers,
agents, &c. &c. under their superintendence. From a great defici-
ency of returns, however, many omissions and, perhaps, mistakes,
. as to the states or countries in which the persons holding commis~
sions under the United Statcs were born, have been unavoidable;
.. and, from the same cause, still greater omissions will probably have
~eccurred in relation to subordinate agents, not holding commissions,
whose names, with the cther particulars required, may have thus
been altogether omitted. Oral information. too, obtained through

perscnal enquiries, at the seat of government, lias been relied upon in

many instances, and this may not have been always correct. It is
hoped, nevertheless, that the register,imperfect as it is from the above
causes, will be found to answer, substantiallv. the end of the resolation
of congress, under which it is compiled and published: butit is regret-
ted that the appearance of it should have been thus long delayed, by
the tardiness with which the retures, deficient as they are, were made.




